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Celebrations for |.W.D. on Saturday, Lynne Weeds. Womonspace T-shirts wil] 
March 9, begin at 12:30 at City Hall be on sale at our table. At 7:00 the 
for a street march to King's College same evening at King's (10766 - 97 St.) 
where a women's fair will be held. there will be a women's social with a 
Included in the fair are display tables, buffet and cash bar. Childcare wil] 

a wen-do demonstration and entertain- be provided for these events; to pre- 


ment by Edmonton artists, including book please cal] 433-3559. 


Editorial ~ 


THE NAME OF THE GAME 


"| am not oppressed."! 

.| didn't think | would ever hear 
those words spoken by a gay person. 
It came as quite a surprise to realize 
homosexuals exist who can say this, and 
be quite convinced it is true. It's 
quite ridiculous to think of even one 
homosexual who is not oppressed. Those 
who don't believe they are oppressed 
exercise a form of control called 
self-oppression. It's an insidious 
problem and one that, in light of 
recent activism for ''gay rights", 
should be addressed by this community. 

Self-oppresion takes many forms and 
has varying degrees, the most damaging 
of which manifests itself in complete 
denial. How many lesbians are trapped 
in loveless marriages, trying so hard 
to fit the mold and desparately 
suppressing their feelings towards 
women? At the other end of the spectrum 
are the lesbians who are out and lead 
fulfilling lives but who, in day to 
day activities, exercise some form of 
restraint (self-oppression) to avoid 
uncomfortable situations in the non- 
gay environment. 

Why does it happen? It happens 
because we are taught to hate ourselves. 
Without positive attitudes about homo- 
sexuality, we can only develop negative 
ones. Although we don't recognize it, 
these attitudes are reinforced regu- 
larfly! The most cunning and subtle 
example is the regular exclusion of 
gays and their lifestyles from main 
stream culture. This glaring omission 
carries a strong yet subtle message. 

We live in the age of communication; 
media brings the world into our homes. 
What representation of our lifestyle, 
ideologies and culture is contained 
therein? When you don't see yourself 


participating, it's not surprising to 
feel you don't fit fn: 


How much representation does the 
"untouchable'' enjoy in India? These 
people understand their position. The 
untouchables are not marked in some 
undeniable way as to preclude their 
infiltration into other castes. Why 
should they try?--they believe in their | 
inferiority. It's the same principle 
which helped to lead millions of Jews 
to the gas chamber. This same pattern 
of oppression has been repeated 
throughout history with devastating, 
but consistent, results. 

Who can blame the media? Do they 
not struggle with the same misconcep- 
tions the rest of society does? Does 
not the fact that no one will speak up 
and that there's a serious lack of a 
unified movement. lend credence to their 
misconceptions? Andrew Hodges and 
Dave Hunter put it aptly in their 
pamphlet ''With Downcast Gays''...''To 
share the knowledge of one's fomo- 
sexuality with non-gay people, but 
never speak of it, is to tacitly agree 
that, like bad breath, homosexuality 
is something embarrassing, best left 
unmentioned."! 

Can we not then recognize that at 
least half the oppressive forces against 
us are our own? | believe this to be 
a truly conservative estimate. The 
machinery of oppression is so well 
oiled, it remains in motion with only 
our petty denials to keep it going. 
Isn't that a scary proposition? It 
will take a strong woman to see the 
enemy and realize she is it. Isn't it 
true, that while the majority of gays 
remain in the closet, the achievements 
of the gay movement will remain insub- 
stantial? 

Now that we know the name of the game, 
what can we do, in order that we don't 
become losers? Although the effect 
would be incredibly beneficial for the 
movement, we cannot all jump out of 
the closet. What we can do, however, 
is to come out as much as possible. 
It's an individual decision, and one 


not to be taken lightly, but we must 
decide how far we can go to help our- 
selves and our sisters. It can do alot 
for your mental health to shed the 
pretense (imagine, ultimately not having 
to lead a double life). Writing letters 
to your MLA is something all of us can 
do without compromising ourselves. If 
you fear the loss of non-gay friends by 
telling them the truth, think how lucky 
you'll be not having homophobes as 
friends. If you fear the loss of your 
job, should you end the pretense of 
heterosexuality, consider your options 
carefully. It will do no one any good 
to become destitute. 

Whatever you do, you must believe 
the goal of equality and recognition 
can be attained! It's not a futile 
battle! Apathy, indifference and 
inaction will not help us realize social 
justice. 'Wishin' and Hopin''' are 
what one does after purchasing a lottery 
ticket, but in this case, we must take 
action. 


Yeske 


Terri 


NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 


Congratulations! Jeanne R. is our 
new membership director. (She has 
transferred from the position of 
secretary.) That means nominations are 
now open for the election of a secretary 
at the next general meeting in March. 

To be eligible to run, the member must 
be present at the meeting or else must 
have accepted the nomination in writing. 

Marilyn, our previous membership 
director, will be leaving Edmonton 
soon. We thank her for the six months 
she has served on the board of Womon- 
space and wish her well. Jeanne has 
all of the membership records stored 
on her home computer, so she was already 
highly involved in this aspect of 
Womonspace. Be sure to keep her 
informed of any changes of address: 


ALL-LESBIAN 


ART SHOW 


Branching Out Lesbian Productions 
Inc., in collaboration with Sparkes 
Gallery, is producing an all-lesbian 
art show set to open in early May 1985. 
They are very interested in receiving 
proposals (slides of work) from women 
working in a variety of mediums for 
consideration of inclusion in the show. 
The deadline for submissions is March 
15, 1985. All submissions should be 
addressed to: B.0. Art Show, c/o 
Sparkes Gallery, 1114 Queen St. West, 
Toronto, Ontario, M6J 1H9. 

lf you require more information 
please contact Ruthann Tucker, Anna 
Marie Smith or Jennifer Martin at 


531-1243. 


\\ ‘|! WOMONSPACE & WOMONSPACE NEWS 
) 


Womonspace is its members. You are 
Womonspace. Your participation directs 
what happens in the group. 

WOMONSPACE NEWS is the voice of 
Womonspace. It is your voice only if 
you are there to speak at meetings 
and/or if you are writing contributions 
to the newsletter. 

Submissions of interest to lesbian 
women are welcome from both members and 
non-members. Our April issue will be 
on the topic of ''Lesbians and Religion'' 
and the May issue will be on travel. 
Our deadline is the 15th of the month 
for the next month's issue. Please 
mail your submissions to WOMONSPACE 
NEWS, c/o E.W.P., 9926 - 112 Street, 
Edmonton, T5K IL/. 


GALA CIVIL RIGHTS 


Do you really know who and what the 
GALA civil rights committee is? GALA 
(Gay and Lesbian Awareness) civil 
rights is an ad hoc group of women and 
men in our community who are deeply 
committed to working for political 
change. We formed in response to the 
Human Rights Commission's recommenda- 
tion to include protection of gays and 
lesbians in Alberta's !ndividual Rights 
Protection Act. We are mainly there 
as individuals, although most of us 
are active in various lesbian/gay 
groups throughout the city. Several 
of us were involved in coordinating 
the GALA 84 activities; hence the use 
of 'GALA' in our committee's name. 

The core: participantsvare Maureen 
Warren, Jeanne Perreault, John Doyle, 
Michaél. Phair, Tom Gale, Phi.lip-Knight, 
Matt, Bernard, Jeff Winkelar, Barry 
Breau, and myself. 

Ray, Of Typeplus Graphics, has 
amended the GALA 84 logo for our use. 
(He designed the original GALA logo 
which is wonderful.) Tom Gale has 
devoted hours to writing letters, 
sorting signed letters and petitions, 
delivering them to MLA's, and arranging 
meetings. Michael Phair lets us use 
his house for the GALA (North) centre 
and Tom is there most days. And we 
have the use of Herbert's typewriter 
(we pay.zpert of the,rental). 

The committee has, among other 
things: 

* written those letters you sign 

* done the petition 

- Metewithe Les: Young, Minister.or 
Labour 
* met with Social Services Committee 
of Caucus (along with many other 
members of the community) 

* met with individual MLA's 

* went to Calgary and Red Deer to 
help. get people there organized 

* met with the media 

* obtained support from a variety 
of professional and other groups in the 
community at large 


Initiated the actions that led to 
the hiring of the PEP person, Sally, = 
under: the auspices. of GATE Sallxgaie 
doing clerical work, research and 
phone calls for GATE, GALA and Womon- 
space. 

We are always open to new people's 
ideas and energy--call GALA at 426- 
1516, contact Liz at 481-597 32mm 
Maureen at 454-8031. 

Above all, we are often tired, 
often scared, sometimes discouraged, 
always determined, always hopeful, 
have a lot of fun and truly believe 
that some day the efforts of the 
lesbian and gay community will obtain 
our: legal rights foreus. 

) Liz Massiah 


AQ~Y 


FILM FESTIVAL 


aiiente 


WOMEN: Reflections on Ourselves 
March 10, 1985 
"WOMEN RELATING TO WOMEN!'! 


Series No. 3 


Womonspace is co-sponsoring the 
March edition of the Women's film 
festival put on by Common Woman Books. 
Five films will be shown on Interna- 
tional Women's Day at the N.F.B. 
theatre (10031 - 103 Avenue). 


11:00 am -- ''Daughterite'! is about 
mothers and daughters. 
100% pm =" osteo ves 
2:00 pm --. "Chris. €& Bernie!” paisa 


two women setting up house together and 
raising kids. 


3:00 pm -- ''In the Best Interest of 
the Child'' deals with lesbian mothers. 
7:00. pm -- ''On Guard'' is a new wave 


women's adventure film. 

In between screenings there will be 
discussion groups; two of these will be 
led by women from our community-- 
Pauline Belanger and Ardelle Dudley. 

Admission donations will be appre- 
ciated: 


Other Women by Lisa Alther 
Knopf, 1984 


Lisa Alther's third novel, Other 
Women, is set in the same seasonal 
north eastern American climate, amongst 
reborn characters from her previous 
novels, Kinflicks and Original Sins. 
The books make an interesting trilogy, 
because Alther's heroine and the cast 
of supporting characters have deepened, 
and her themes have widened and multi- 
plied over the ten years since the 
first novel. In this latest work the 
heroine, Caroline, who is entering 
middle age, grows up. 

Other Women is a treatment of the 
professional relationship between 
Caroline and her psychotherapist, over 
the course of a winter. Hannah is 
introduced as a seemingly staid, 
conservative practitioner with a 
conventional marriage and two grown 
children. Caroline, in the midst of 
difficulties as a lesbian mother, 
cannot relate to her therapist at 
first. But as time goes on, and as 
each woman begins to understand the 
other more fully, we find that both 
have suffered severe losses, and that 
these losses can be confronted and 
overcome. The straight/gay split, so 
apparently insurmountable initially, 
diminishes as Hannah and Caroline 
realize their many common bonds. 

While Caroline explores her youthful 
affection for her teacher in a nursing 
school, an unhappy suburban marriage, 


(403)483-6320 


Ardelle L. Dudley 
Women’s Counselling 
Services of Edmonton 


14503 -90 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta TS R5V1 


BOOK REVIEW 


an equally unhappy (but funnier) rebel- 
lion in a commune, and a courageous 
effort to share parenting and love- 
making with another mother, Hannah 
reflects on her own sad parentless 
childhood, a traumatic early marriage, 
and the death of two children. Hannah 
remembers that she shed her own chi l1d- 
hood by learning to face her problems 
and accept her own self-worth, and she 
helps Caroline to learn this same 
lesson. 

Such a simple, sad homily, 
unleavened, risks becoming trite and 
depressing. But Alther's superior 
artistic skills, especially her 
eye for natural detail, her use of 
symbolism, and a Salingeresque ability 
to characterize with ironic good humor, 
breathe life and optimism into Other 
Women. Indeed, reading the novel is 
therapeutic, as Alther probable intended. 

Other Women will be published in 
paperback in the spring. Greenwood's 
Books has carried all three of Alther's 
novels, which can command an enthusias- 
tic readership within the lesbian 
community and elsewhere. 


Cathy B. 


Hizabeth MASSIAH, M.S.W. 


FEMINIST THERAPIST 


(bus.) 422-3022 
(res.) 481-5973 


Edmonton 
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March 9 


LIANNA 


Lianna will be aired at the Princess 
Theatre on Wednesday, March 20, at 7:00 
pm. This is a beautiful film about two 
women in love. PRESENTS 


GAY and LESBIAN AWARENESS CIVIL RIGHTS 


grhehs tLahid E ‘Benny Goodman Black Tie and Tails’ 


BENEFIT DINNER and DANCE 
T H a F L o WwW = R S TOR e (WOMEN and MEN ARE WELCOME) 
11754 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton, Alberta Phone 488-4356 


SATURDAY 


APRIL 13, 8 p.m.-1 a.m. 


SAXONY MOTOR INN 
DOWNSTAIRS IN THE JASPER ROOM 


==Judesuits SSS EE EEE © DINNER AT 8:30 p.m 


® CASH BAR 
fine clothing custom-made 
classic tailoring for womyn 
TICKETS IN ADVANCE ONLY 
Jude Major, tailor 
Call Kathryn or Liz 


128 233 t 481-5973 
specialist in a - 
silk, wool, linen, cotton © PASS Sas Saris 


"anything in cloth'' $20 per person 


GALA 85 
June 20-27, 1985 


Do you remember the wonderful events 
of GALA 84--the best lesbian wine and 
cheese drop-in this town has ever seen, 
the picnic, dance, etc? GALA 85 has 
started planning events for this year. 
One meeting of the Committee of the 
Whole has been held, plus a Sterring 
Committee meeting, and so far we have 
lots of energy and good ideas but very 
little has been settled other than the 
dates. 

Ideas so far: 

* Womonspace wine & cheese drop-in 

* Picnic--Rundle Park? 

* Dance--perhaps done by GATE 

* Forum--''The Political & Historical 
Significance of Drag for Women & Men'' 
plus another topic 

* Jazz Night 

* Fashion Show 

* Arts & Crafts Show 

* Film Series at the Princess 

Join us; the planning is fun and 
rewarding. For information on the next 
meeting, phone 481-5973. 


GALA 85 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 
Every Thursday is drop-in night 

from 7 - 9 at Every Woman's Place. 
(9926 - 112 Street) All women are 
welcome. 

LESBIAN TALK NIGHT 
Third Thursday night of each month 

7 - 9 p.m. (or later) 

Every Woman's Place 
Gather for an evening to discuss 
issues of lesbianism/feminism. 
Bring your suggestions for topics 
(ideas, articles, books to read, etc) 
At the end of each evening we choose 
our topic for the next Lesbian Talk 
Night and decide if we need to 
distribute reading materials. 


— —— — —L— SEL ESELESESESELES=SSS=_=_————=S—SB|EZ_zS 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUAUTY 


10173104 St. EDMONTON (403)424-8561 


GA ils ies 


Wednesday nights are women's 
nights at the Gay Alliance Towards 
Equality office. Drop in at 10173 
and 104 Street between 7 - 10 pm. 
G.A.T.E. has a good library and 
peer counselling is also available. 


EDMONTON AND AREA Qig YELLOW PAGES 


We are accepting submissions from 
skilled women who wish to offer their 
services to other women. This infor- 
mation will be compiled into a directory 
which will be available free of charge 
to women in the Edmonton area sometime 
this spring. Contact 433-3559 or 
write 9721 - 89 Ave. Edmonton T6E 2S1. 

Lynne Weeds & Jeanne Rioux 


WOMONSOUNDS 


The following article introduces a 
new regular column to appear in WOMON- 
SPACE NEWS.<«- bt is written by \bynn Weeds, 
who does a weekly women's program on 
CJSR called "Changing Perpectives". 
Lynne, herself a singer-songwriter, has 
an avid interest in women's music. She 
has been rumaging through books, music 
libraries, old record collections and 
music stores for many years now to find 
the often well hidden women's music that 
exists, and has existed for a long time. 

She has found women in nearly every 
type of music from blues and jazz to 
folk and rock. Also, not only did she 
find some very fine music, but she 
found that many of these artists are 
lesbians or work with lesbians. 

Through her work with the radio 
station and her own music career she 
has made several contacts in the 
women's music circuit, which is 
opening many more doors to her search. 
She is pleased to have the opportun- 
ity to share her exciting findings. 


Jeanne R. 


pau as 


MUSIC MEETING 


The recommendations agreed to at the 
music meeting held in January are as 
fol lows: 

* More women's music during the 
first hour of the dance. 

* More top 40 hits and less club 
music. 

* Less male-oriented music. 

* Change the music when no one is 
dancing. 

* Be more open to requests. 

Hopefully we will have fewer 
complaints about the music at the 
dances now. If. you had something to 
say on this topic then you should have 
been there at the meeting! 


(S) 


*The Robin Flower Band* 


This year has been a good one for 
the Robin Flower Band. Since the 
release of their 3rd album, ‘First 
Dibs' in May of last year (on the 
Flying Fish Label) they've been touring 
the U.S. and Canada almost non-stop. 

Their music is a mix of original and 
traditional material with Flower herself 
playing mandolin, guitar and fiddle. 
Robin, a multi-instrumentalist, has 
worked out of the San Francisco/Oakland 
music scene for about ten years now and 
over that period of time she's worked 
with Be Be K'Roche, Sue Fink and The 
Berkley Women's Music Collective to 
name a few. 

Other band members include Crystal 
Reeve who is without a doubt one of the 
finest fiddle players I’ve ever hear ae 
Jan Martinelli whose electric bass lick~ 
on 'Falls of Richmond' (a tune fF Eom the 
latest album) is one of the most memor- 
able solos I've ever heard on this 
instrument, and Debby Cotter, who is 
best known for her studio work on banjo. 
Also featured on this album are the 
fiddle licks of Laurie Lewis. 

Robin Flower's musical abilities 
have been hailed by everone from Frets 
Magazine to the Nashville Recording 
Industry Association. If you get the 
chance to see these women ina live 
performance, do. They are some of the 
finest blue grass musicians on the 
ci.rcole® todaye 

Although they've received the most 
critical acclaimsfor the albumy pies 
Dibs', their other two releases, 'Green 
Sneakers' in 1982 and 'More Than Friends' 
in 1980 brough them a large following 
for their innovation and originality in 
the new acoustic music scene. 

Robin Flower's albums are avai lable 
at S.U. Records and Common Woman Books 
or order them through Ladyslipper Inc., 
P¥O. Box 31302 Durham, N.C. 2 7/0Seon 
Flying Fish Records, 1304 W. Schubert, 
Chicago, Illinois 60614. 


Lynne Weeds 


Activities ~ 


GENERAL MEETING 


General meetings are held on the 


second Tuesday of every month at E.W.P. 


at 7:30 pm. Next one is March 12. 
Everyone is welcome. 


ST. PATRICK SKI & SKATE 


The Womonspace St. Patrick Ski and 
Skate is tentatively booked for March 
17, 1985. The skiing and skating will 
take place at Hawrelak Park, with a 
pot-luck supper to follow from 4-9 pm 
at Paul Kane House. For more infor- 
mation, contact the Womonspace line. 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


lf you'd like to attend the next 
newsletter meeting, contact Lindy at 
483-6350 for the time and place. 


BOARD MEETING 


The next board meeting will be on 
Tuesday, March 5, at Jude's. Call 
481-5973 for details. 


VOCAL MINORITY SPRING CONCERT 


Come to the Vocal Minority's Spring 
Concert on April 10 at 8:00 pm at the 
Centennial Library auditorium: 


BANFF SKI TRIP 


April 19, 20, 21 (leaving Friday 
night & heading home Sunday afternoon) 
Reservations are being placed at the 
Pinewoods which has kitchenettes. 

Price: $80 includes 2 nights 
accomodation and 2 days lift tickets at 
Sunshine Village. Make cheques payable 
to Womonspace by March 28 for reserva- 
tions. 

Transportation by car pool: If you 
have a vehicle, how many people can 
you take? We prefer you to be able to 
make your own arrangements for trans- 
portation but if you get stuck finding 
a ride or passengers, let us know and 
we will put you in touch with someone. 
Passengers need to have $20 to help 
pay for gas. 

Equipment rentals, if you need them, 
will be approximately $12/day of $24 
for the weekend. 

Food is an individual matter. Since 
kitchenettes are available, you can 
save $$$ by preparing your own break- 
fast and brown bag lunch if you so 
choose. 

When you bring in your reservation 
please fill in the following information: 
Name 


Phone number, Day Evening 


Do you have a car available? 
How many passengers can you take? 
Do you need a ride? 


What time is best for you to leave?___ 
Once a car load is organized it is 
up to driver and passengers to make 
your own arrangements for pick-up on 
Friday night. 
For further info call Shelley at 
437-2984. Shel ley 


WOMONSOUNDS 


The following article introduces a 
new regular column to appear in WOMON- 
SPACE NEWS. 
who does a weekly women's program on 
CJSR called "Changing Perpectives”. 
Lynne, herself a singer-songwriter, has 
an avid interest in women's music. She 
has been rumaging through books, music 
libraries, old record collections and 
music stores for many years now to find 


the often well hidden women's music that 
exists, and has existed for a long time. 


She has found women in nearly every 
type of music from blues and jazz to 
folk and rock. Also, not only did she 
find some very fine music, but she 
found that many of these artists are 
lesbians or work with lesbians. 

Through her work with the radio 
station and her own music career she 
has made several contacts in the 
women's music circuit, which is 
opening many more doors to her search. 
She is pleased to have the opportun- 
ity to share her exciting findings. 


Jeanne R. 


bey 


MUSIC MEETING 


The recommendations agreed to at the 
music meeting held in January are as 
follows: . 

* More women's music during the 
first hour of the dance. 

* More top 40 hits and less club 
music. 

* Less male-oriented music. 

* Change the music when no one is 
dancing. 

«Be more open to: requests’. 

Hopefully we will have fewer 
complaints about the music at the 
dances now. If you had something to 
say on this topic then you should have 
been there at the meeting! 


It is written by Lynn Weeds, 


*The Robin Flower Band* 


This year has been a good one for 
the Robin Flower Band. Since the 
release of their 3rd album, ‘First 
Dibs' in May of last year (on the 
Flying Fish Label) they've been touring 
the U.S. and Canada almost non-stop. 

Their music is a mix of original and 
traditional material with Flower herself 
playing mandolin, guitar and fiddle. 
Robin, a multi-instrumentalist, has — 
worked out of the San Francisco/Oakland 
music scene for about ten years now and 
over that period of time she's worked 
with Be Be K'Roche, Sue Fink and The 
Berkley Women's Music Collective to 
name a few. 

Other band members include Crystal 
Reeve who is without a doubt one of the 
finest fiddle players I've ever heara: 
Jan Martinelli whose electric bass lick 
on 'Falls of Richmond' (a tune from the 
latest album) is one of the most memor- 
able solos I've ever heard on this 
instrument, and Debby Cotter, who is 
best known for her studio work on banjo. 
Also featured on this album are the 
fiddle licks of Laurie Lewis. 


Robin Flower's musical abilities 
have been hailed by everone from Frets 
Magazine to the Nashville Recording 
Industry Association. If you get the 
chance to see these women ina live 
performance, do. They are some of the 
finest blue grass musicians on the 
circuit today. 

Although they've received the most 
critical acelaim-for the album, St tee 
Dibs', their other two releases, 'Green 
Sneakers! in 1982 and 'More Than Friends ' 
in 1980 brough them a large following 
for their innovation and originality in 
the new acoustic music scene. 

Robin Flower's albums are avai lable 
at S.U. Records and Common Woman Books 
or order them through Ladyslipper Inc., 
PYOs Box 31308 Durham, N.Ol 27705 nan 
Flying Fish Records, 1304 W. Schubert, 
Chicago, Illinois 60614. 


Lynne Weeds 


Dr, DL. Tyrett 
Infecttous Dtseases, U of A 


Dr. Jerry Katz 
General Practittoner 


AIDS Network 


DATE: TUESDAY, AUGUST 7, 1984 


PLACE: PHOENIX THEATRE 
10170 - 100 A STREET 
4TH FLOOR 


pee <7 tou 00 PM, 


Sponsored by: The AIDS NETWORK - A GATE Committee 


Date and ttme are tentative. 
For conftrmatton, call: 


WOMONSPACE PHONE LINE 
488-2918 
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